"Y 
2 j 
- L . 1 * * *,4 * 4 
1 N - L , p ” 
- E * 
1 ” 
» 1 N | 4% 
4  s 7 + f - 
*. * : - : : , » 
: 0 0 , , 2 . 
# : * o þ , , * 
* 


14 0 "7 E, 


BEING fas 


APPENDIX 


To THE 


IT EESTER. 


1 — Bi _ 8 


"th 218 10 a ** 
By WILLIA LAW, A. M. 
LOND ON: 


Printed for W. Ix x Vs, and J. RicHARD SON, in 
Pater-nofter Row. 


MDCCLI. 


dM Ad GN LMS — - "IS ” by * I # 1 
— . 
* 
* 
* 
- « 
= . 

— * 

* * 1 
*_ ; 

N. Y : 
© 9 | 
pw 7 : 
1 4 


OY 
< ay - 


Ys. | 
4 


. 8 
: * 
„ * 7 
* Ee X | 
R — 
I, 44 "> ; 
2 a GA : : 
q . - 8 * o : 
. 
” 
- n 4 
; A . 
* 4 * - 
4 - 
dos ' 
ww » þ 
| 1 
=. i "| | 
ww T 
A of 


* 


K 


N TE 
8 


0 U had no Occaſion to make any 
Apology for the Manner of your 
Letter to me; for tho' you very 
Vell know, that I have as utter 
an Aver ſion to waſte my Time and Thoughts 
in Matters of Theological Debate, as in any 
Contentions merely of a worldly Nature, as 
knowing that the former are generally as 
much, if not more, hurtful to the Heart of 
Man than the latter; yet as your Objec- 
tions rather tend to ſtir up the Powers of 
Love, than the Wrangle ofa rational Debate ; 
ſo I conſider them only as Motives and Occa- 
ſions of edifying both you and myſelf with the 
Truth, the Power, and divine Bleſſedneſs, of 

the Spirit of Love. 
B Yeu 
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- You ſay, ©* There is nothing in all my 
Writings that has more affected you than 


that Spirit of Love that breathes in them; 
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and that you wiſh for nothing ſo much as 
to have a living Senſibility of the Power, 
Life, and Religion, of Love. But you have 
theſe two Objections often rifing in your 


Mind: Firſt, That this Doctrine of pure 
and univerſal Love may be too refined and 


- imaginary ; becauſe you find, that how- 


ever you like it, yet you cannot attain to it, 
or overcome all That in your Nature which 
is contrary to it, do what you can; and fo 
are only able to be an Admirer of that 
Love which you cannot lay hold of. Se- 
condly, Becauſe you find ſo much Kid in 
Scripture of a Righteouſneſs and Fuſtice, a 


Wrath and Vengeance, of God, that muſt 
be atoned and ſatisfied, &c. that tho 


you are in Love with that Deſcription of 
the Deity, which I have given, as a Being 


that is / Love, yet you have ſome Doubt 


whether the Scripture will allow of it.” 
Thus ſtand your Objections, which will 


fall into nothing, as Toon as you look at 
them from a right Point of View: Which 
will then be, as ſoon as you have found the true 
Ground of the Nati re, Power, and Neceflity, 


of the bleſſed Spirit of Love. 


Now, 


[3] 

Now, the Spirit of Love has this Original. 
God, as conſidered in himſelf, in his holy 
Being, before any thing is brought forth by 
him, or out of him, is only an eternal Will 
to all Goodneſs. This is the one eternal im- 
mutable God, that from Eternity to Eternity 
changeth not, that can be neither more nor 
leſs, nor any thing elſe, but an eternal WII 
to all the Goodneſs that is in himſelf, and can 
come from him. The Creation of ever. fo 
many Worlds, or Syſtems of Creatures, adds 
nothing to, nor takes any thing from, this 
immutable God : He always was, and always 
will be, the ſame immutable Will to all Goods 
neſs. So that as certainly as he is the Crea- 
tor, ſo certainly is he the Bleſſer of every 
created Thing, and can give nothing but 
Blefling, Goodneſs, and Happineſs, from him 
ſelf, becauſe he has in h1m/elf nothing elſe to 
give. It is much more poſſible for the Sun 
to give forth Darkneſs, than for God to do, 
or be, or give forth, any thing but Blefling 
and Goodneſs, Now this is the Ground and 
Original of the Spirit of Love in the Creatht; 
it is and muſt be a Mill to all Goodneſs, and 
you have not the Spirit of Love till you have 
this Will to all Goodneſs at all Times, and on 
all Occaſions. You may indeed do many 
Works of Love, and delight in them, eſpecial- 
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ly at ſuch Times as they are not inconveni- 
ent to you, or contradictory to your State, or 
Temper, or Occurrences in Life. But the 
Spirit of Love is not in you, till it is the Spirit 
of your Life, till you live freely, willingly, 
and uni verſally, according to it. For every 
Spirit acts with Freedom and Univerſality ac- 
cording to what it is. It needs no Command 
to live its ow Life, or be what it is, no 
more than you need bid Wrath be wrathful. 
And therefore when Love is the Spirit of 
your Life, it will have the Freedom and Uni- 
verſality of a Spirit; it will always live and 
work in Love, not becauſe of This or That, 
Here or There, but becauſe -the Spirit of 
Love can only love, where-ever it is or goes, or 
whatever is done to it. As the Sparks know 
no Motion, but that of flying upwards, whe- 
ther it be in the Darkneſs of the Night, or in 
the Light of the Day; ſo the Spirit of Love 
is always in the ſame Courſe; it knows no 
Difference of Time, Place, or Perſons ; but 
whether it gives or forgives, bears or forbears, 
it is equally doing its own delightful Work, 
equally bleſſed from itſelf. For the Spirit 
of Love, where-ever it is, is its own Bleſſing 
and Happineſs, becauſe it is the Truth and 
Reality of God in the Soul; and therefore 
is in the fame Joy of Life, and is the ſame 
| : Good 
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Good to itſelf, erery-whete, and on e 


Occaſion. 

Oh! Sir, would you "Aber the Blefling 
of all Bleſſings, it is this Gd of Love dwelling 
in your Soul, and killing every Root of Bit- 
terneſs which is the Pain and Torment of 
every earthly, ſelfiſh Love. For all Wants 
are ſatisfied, all Diſorders of Nature are re- 
moved, no Life is any longet a Burden, every 
Day is a Day of Peace, every thing you meet 
becomes a Help to you, becauſe every thing 
you ſec or do is all done in the ſweet, gentle 
Element of Love. For as Love has no By- 
Ends, wills nothing but its own Increaſe, fo 
every thing is as Oil to its Flame; it muſt 
have that which it wills, and cannot be diſ- 
appointed, becauſe every thing naturally 
helps it to live inits own Way, and to bring 
forth its own Work, The Spirit .of Love 
does not want to be rewarded, honoured, or 
eſteemed ; its only Deſire is to propagate it- 
ſelf, and become the Bleſſing and Happineſs 
of every thing that wants it. And therefore 
it meets Wrath, and Evil, and Hatred, and 
Oppoſition, with the ſame one Will, as the 
Light meets the Darkneſs, only to overcome 
it with all its Bleſſings. Did you want to 
avoid the Wrath and IIl-will, or to gain the 
Favour, of any Perſons, you might eaſily miſs 
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mpch Error, Fiction, Impurity, and Corrup- 
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of your Ends; but if you have na Will but 


to all Goodneſs, every thing you meet, be it 
what it will, muſt be forced to be affiſtant to 
you. For the Wrath of an Enemy, the 
Treachery of a Friend, and every other Evil, 


only helps the Spirit of Love to be more tri- 


umphant, to live its own Life, and find all 
its own Bleſſings in an higher Degree. Whe- 
ther therefore you conſider Perfection or 
Happineſs, it is all included in the Spirit of 
Love, and muſt be ſo, for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe the infinitely perfect and happy God is 
mere Love, an unchangeable Will to all 


Goodneſs; and therefote every Creature muſt 


be corrupt and unhappy, ſo far as it is led by 
any other Will than the one Will to all Good- 
neſs, Thus you ſee the Ground, the Nature 
and Perfection, of the Spirit of Love. Let 
me now, in a Word or two, ſhew you the 
Neceſſity of it: Now the Neceſſity is abſo- 
lute and unchangeable. No Creature can be 


2 Child of God, but becauſe the Goodneſs of 


God is in it; nor can it have any Union or 
Communion with the Goodneſs of the Deity, 
till its Life is a Spirit of Love, This is the 
one only Band of Union betwixt God and 
the Creature, All beſides this, or that is not 
this, call it by what Name you will, is only ſo 


2 S SB 6863 F 


[7 ) 
tion, got into the Creature; and muſt of all 
neceſſity be entirely ſeparated from it, before 
it can have that Purity and Holineſs which 
alone can ſee God, or find the divine Life. 
For as God is an ijamutable Mili to all Good- 
neſs, ſo the divine Will can unite or work 
with no creaturely Will, but that which will- 
eth with him only that which is good. 
Here the Neceſſity is abſolute; nothing will 
do inſtead of this Will; all Contrivances of 
Holineſs, all Forms of religious Piety, ſignify 
nothing without this Will to all Goodneſs. 
For as the Will to all Goodneſs is the whole 
Nature of God, fo it muſt be the w Na- 
ture of every Service, or Religion, that can 
be acceptable to him. For nothing ſerves 
God, or worſhips and adores him, but that 
which wills and worketh with him. For 
God can delight in nothing but his .. ill, 
and his 6wn Spirit, becauſe all Goodneſs i 
included in it, and can be no-where elſe, 
And therefore every thing that followeth an 
own Will, or an own Spirit, for ſaketh the one 
Will to all Goodneſs ; and whilit it dath fo, 
hath no Capacity for the Light and Spirit of 
God. The Neceſſity therefore of tbe Spirit 
of Love, is what God himſelf cannot diſpenſe 
with in the Creature, no more than he can 


deny himſelf, or act contrary to his own holy 
B 4 | Being. 
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Being. But as it was his ill to all Goodneſs, 
that brought forth Angels, and the Spirits of 


Men, ſo he can will nothing in their Exift- 
ence, but that they ſhould live and work, 


and manifeſt that ſame Spirit of Love and 


Goodneſs which brought them into Being. 
Every thing therefore, but the Vill and Life 
of Goodneſs, is an Apoſtaſy in the Creature, 
and is Kobellion againſt the whole Nature of 


God. 


T here) is no Peace, nor ever can be, for the 
Soul of Man, but in the Purity and Perfec- 
tion of its firſt-created Nature; nor can it 
have its Purity and Perfe&ion in any other 
Way, than in and by the Spirit of Love. 
For as Love is the God that created all 
Things, ſo Love is the Purity, the Perfection, 
and Bleſſing, of all created Things; and no- 


thing can live in God but as it lives in Love. 


Look at every Vice, Pain, and Diſorder, in 
human Nature, it is in itſelf nothing elſe but 
the Spirit of the Creature turned from the 
Uni verſality of Love to ſome /elf-ſeeking or 
own Will in created Things. So that Love 
alone is, and only can be, the Cure of every 


Evil; and he that lives in the Purity of Love, 


is riſen out of the Power of Evil, into the 
Freedom of the one Spirit of Heaven. The 
Schools have given us very accurate Defini- 


tions 


[9] 
tions of every Vice, whether it be Covetouſ- 
neſs, Pride, Wrath, Envy, &c. and ſhewn 
us how to conceive them as notionally diſ- 
tinguiſned from one another. But the Chriſ- 
tian has a much ſhorter Way of knowing 
their Nature and Power, and what they all 
are, and do, in and to himſelf. For, 
call them by what Names you will, of 
diſtinguiſh them with ever ſo much Exact- 
neſs, they are all, ſeparately and jointlv, juſt 
that ſame one Thing, and all do that ſame one 
Work, as the Scribes, the Phariſees, Hypo- 
crites, and Rabble of the Jes, who crucified 
Chriſt, were all but one and the ſame Thing, 
and all did one and the ſame Mor, however 
different they were in outward Names. If 
you would therefore have a true Senſe-of the 
Nature and Power of Pride, Wrath, Covet- 
ouſneſs, Envy, &c. they are in their whole 
Nature nothing elſe but the Murderers and 
Crucifiers of the true Chriſt of God; not as 
the High-Prieſts did many hundred Vears 
ago, nailing his out ward Humanity to an out- 
ward Croſs, but crucifying afreſh the Son of 


God, the holy Immanuel, who is the Chriſt 


that every Man crucifies as often as he gives 


way toWrath, Pride, Envy, or Covetouſneſs, 


Oc. For every Temper or Pathion that is 
contrary to the new Birth of Chriſt, and 
keeps 
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[107] 
keeps the haly.. Immanuel from coming to 
Life in the Soul, is, in the ſtricteſt Truth of the 
Words, a Murderer and Killer of the Lord 
of Liſe, And where Pride, and Envy, and 


ſame Thing is done, as when Chriſt was kill- 
ed, and Baralbas was ſaved alive. The 


Chriſt of God was not then firſt crucified, 


whenithe Jeu brought him to the Croſs; 
but Adam and Eve were his firſt real Mur- 
derers; for the Death which happened to them 
in the Day that they did eat of the carthly 
Tree, was the Death of the Chriſt of God, 


or the divine Liſe in their Souls. For Chriſt 


had never come into the World as a Second 
Adam to redeem it, had he not been origi- 


nally the Life, and Perfection, and Ghry, of 


the Firſt ldaam. And he is our Atonement 
and Reconciliation with God; becauſe, by 
and through him, brought to Life in us, we 
are ſet again in that iu State of Holineſs, 
and have Chriſt again in us, as our firſt Fa- 


ther had at his Creation. For had not Chriſt 


been in our firſt Father, as a Birth of Life in 
him, Adam had been created a mere Child 
af Wrath, in the ſame Impurity of Nature, 
in the fame Eumity with God, and in the 
ſame Mant of an atoning Saviour, as we are 
at this Day. For God can have no Delight 


or 


Hatred, Oc. aze ſuffered to live, there the 
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Lion with any Creature, but becauſe his 
ell-beloved Son, the expreſs Image of his 
der ſon, is Found in it. — This is as true of 
U unfallen, as of all fallen Creatures; the one 
re redeemed, - and; the other want no Re- 
emption, only through the Life af Cbriſt 
kwelling in them, For as the Word, or Son 
ff God, is the Creator of all Things, and by 
vim every thing is made that was made, ſo 
very thing that is geod.and Holy in unfallen 
\ngels, is as much through his living and 
Iwelling in them, as every thing that is good 
ind holy in redeemed Man is through him. 
nd he is juſt as much the Preſerver, the 
dtrength, and Glory, and Life, of all the 
hrones and Principalities of Heaven, as 
he is the Righteouſneſs, the Nees and Re- 
demption of fallen Man. | 
This Chriſt, of God hath many Names in 
Scripture ; but they all mean only this, that 
eis, and alone can be, the Light, andLt and 
Holineſs, of every Creature that is holy, 
hether N or on Earth. Ss 
Chriſt is not, there is the Mratb of Nature, 
or Nature left to itſelf, and its own torments 
10g Strength of Life, to feel nothing in itſelf 
but the vain, reſtleſs Contrariety of its own 
working Properties, This is the one only 
Henne of Hell, and every kind of Curſe and 
Miſery 
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Miſery in the Creature. It is Nature with 
out the Chriſt of God, or the Spirit of Love 
ruling over it. And here you may obſerve 
that Wrath has im itſelf the Nature of Hell; 
and that it can have no Beginning or Powe! 
in any Creature, but ſo far as it has loſt the 
Chriſt of God. And when Chriſt is every- 
- where, Wrath and Hatred will be no-where, 
Whenever therefore you willingly indulge 
Wrath, or let your Mind work in Hatred, 
you not only work without Chriſt, but you 
reſiſt him, and withſtand his redeeming 
Power over you; you do in reality what 

thoſe eus did, when they ſaid, Ve will not 
have this Man to reign over us, For Chriſt 
never was, nor can be, in any Creature, but 
purely as @ Spirit of Love. St 

In all- the Univerſe of Nature, nothing &. 
but Heaven and heavenly Creatures ever had, 
or could have, been known, had every created 
Willcontinued in that State in which it came 
forth out of, and from God. For God can tl 
will nothing in the Life of the Creature but 
a creaturely Manifeſtation of his own Good- 
neſs, Happineſs, and Perfection. And there- | 
fore, where this is wanted, the Fact is. 
certain, that the Creature hath changed 
and loft its firſt State that it had from God. ? 
Every thing therefore, which is the Vanity, 

the 
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he Wrath, the Torment, and Evil, of Man, or 
any intelligent Creature, is ſolely the Effect 
of his Will turned from God, and can come 
from nothing elſe. Miſery and Wickedneſs 

an have no other Ground or Root; for 
whatever wills and works with God, muſt 
of all neceſſity partake of the Happineſs and 
Perfection of God. 

This therefore is a certain Truth, that Hell 
and Death, Curſe and Miſery, can never 
ceaſe, or be removed from the Creation, till 
the Will of the Creature is again as it came 
from God, and is only @ Spirit of Love, that 
willeth nothing but Goodneſs. All the whole 
fallen Creation, ſtand it never ſo long, muſt 
groan and travel in Pain; this muſt be its Pur- 
gatory, till every Contrariety to the divine 


Will is entirely taken from every Creature. 


Which is only ſaying, that all the Powers 
and Properties of Nature are a Miſery to 
themſelves, can only work in Diſquiet and 
Wrath, till the Birth of the Son of God brings 
them under the Dominion and Power of the 
Spirit of Love. 

Thus, Sir, you have ſeen the original, im- 


mutable Ground and Neceflity of the Spirit 


of Love. It is no imaginary Refinement, or 
ſpecalative Curioſity ; but is of the higheſt 
Reality, and moſt abſolute. Neceſſity. It 

| ſtands 


under the Spirit of Love. For as Love 
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ſtands in the Immutability and Perfection oſ 
God; and not only every intelligent Crea- 
ture, be it what and where it will, but every 
inanimate Thing, muſt work in Vanity and 
Di/quiet, till it has its State in, and works 


brought forth all Things, and all Things 
were what they were, and had their Place 
and State, under the working Power of Love; 
ſo every thing that has loſt its firſt-created 
State, muſt be in reſtleſs Strife and Diſquiet oy 
till it finds it again. There is no ſort of Strife, 


Wrath, or Storm, in outward Nature, no 

Fermentation, Vegetation, or Corruption, in Mm 
any Elementary Things, but what is a full = 
Proof, and real Effect, of this Truth; viz. N. 
That Nature can have no Reſt, but muſt be 2 
in the Strife of Fermentation, Vegetation, and 4 


Corruption, conſtantly doing and undoing, 
building and deſtroying, till the Spirit of 2 
Love has rectiſfed all outward Nature, and 
brought it back again into that glaſſy Sea of 
Unity and Purity, in which St. Jobn beheld .“ 
the Throne of God in the Midft of it. For 
this g/aſſy Sea, which the beloved Apoſtle =" 
was bleſſed with the Sight of, is the tranſ- 
parent, heavenly Element, in which all 
the Properties and Powers of Nature move 
and work in the Unity and Purity of the one 

1 Will 
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Will of God, only known as ſo many endleſs 
Forms of triumphing Light and Love. Fot 
the Strife of Properties, of Thick . hin, 
Hard againſt Soft, Hor againſt Cold, &c. 
had no Exiſtence till Angels fell, that is, till 
they turned from God, to work with Nature. 
This is the Original of all the Srriſe, Divi- 
n, and Materialtty, in the fallen World. 
No Fluid in this World ferments, but be- 
cauſe there is ſome Thickneſs, and Contrari- 
ety in it, which it would not have. And 
it ferments only for this Reaſon, to have 
an Unity and Clearneſs in itſelf, which its 
Nature wants to have. Now when you ſee 
ul chis in any Fluid, you fee the York of all fallen 
Nature, and the ſame that every thing elſe is 
* doing, as well as it can, in its own Way; it 
ng Dis in a reſtleſs Working and Strife after an 
ng Unity and Purity, which it can neither have, 
of Inor forbear to ſeek. And the Reaſon why 
nd Hall Things are doing thus, is this; Becauſe 
of (#1! the Elements of this World, before they 
were brought down into their preſent State, 
had their Birth and Exiſtence in the Unity 
He Jand Purity of the heavenly glaſſy Sea; and 
* therefore muſt be always in ſome ſort of 
all Strife and Tendency after their firſt State, and 
doomed to Diſquict till it is found. 

ne | This 
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This is the Deſire of all fallen Nature in this 
World; ; it cannot be ſeparated from it; but 
every Part muſt work in Fermentation, Ve- 
getation, and Corruption, till it is reſtored to 
its firſt Unity and Purity under the Spirit of 
Love. 

Every Son of fallen Alam is under this 
m Neceflity of working and ſtriving 
after ſomething that he neither is nor hath; 
and for the ſame Reaſon; Becauſe the Life of 
Man has loſt its firſt Unify and Purity, and 
therefore muſt be in a working Strife, till all 
Contrariety and Impurity is ſeparated from it, 
and it finds its firft State in God. All evil as 
well as good Men, all the Wiſdom and Folly of 
this Life, are equally a Proof of this. For 
the Vanity of wicked Men in their various 
Ways, and the Labours of good Men in 
Faith and Hope, &c. proceed from the ſame 
Cauſe ; viz. from a Want and Deſire of having 
and being ſomething that they neither are nor 
have. The Evil ſeek Wrong, and the Good 
ſeek right; but they both are Seekers, and 
for the ſame Reaſon ; Becauſe their preſent 
State has not That which it wants to have. 
And this muſt be the State of human Life, 
and of every Creature that has fallen from its 
firſt State, or has ſomething in it that it ſhould 
not have. It muſt do as the polluted Fluid 

does ; 
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does; it muſt ferment and work. either right 
or wrong, to mend its State. The muddled 
Wine always works right to the utmoſt of its 
Power, becauſe it works according to Na- 
ture; but if it had an intelligent free Will, | 
it might work as vainly as Man does; it 
might continually thicken itſelf, be always 
ſtirring up its 0W7; Dregs, and then it would 
ſeck for its Purity, juſt as well as the Soul of 
Man ſeeks for its Happineſs in the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life. All which muſt of the fame 
Neceſſity fall away from the Heart of Man 
before it can find its Happineſs in God, as 
the Dregs muſt ſeparate from, the Wine 
before it can have its Perfection and Clear- 
nels. 

N ave is the one Thing 
neceſſaty, and nothing will do in the ſtead 
of it. But Man is not purified, till every 
carthly, wrathful, ſenſual, ſelfiſh, partial, ſelf- 
willing Temper, is taken from him. He is 
not dying to himſelf, till he is dying to theſe 
Tempers ; ; and he is not alive inGod, till he 
is dead to them, For he wants Purification, 
only : becauſe he has . theſe Tempers; and 
therefore he has not the Purification which he 
wants, till they are all ſeparated from him. 
It is che Purity and Perfection of the divine 
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Nature are only to give Eflence and Subſtance, 
Life and Strength, to the inviſible hidden Spi- 


[18 ] 
Nature that muſt bebrought again into him; 
becauſe in that Purity and Perfection he came 
forth from God, and could have no leſs, as 
he was a Child of God, that was to be bleſſ- 


ed by a Life in him, ind from im. For no- 
thing impure or imperfect in its Will and 


Working, can have any Union with God: 
Nor are you to think, that theſe Words, the 


Purity and Perfection of God, are too high 


to be uſed on this Occaſion; for they only 
mean, 'that the Will of the Cate, as an 
Offspring of the divine Will, muſt will and 
work with the Will of God, for then it ſtands 
and lives truly and really in the Purity and 
Perfection of God; and whatever does not 


thus, is at Enmity with God, and cannot 


have any Union of Life and Happineſs with 


him, and in him. 


Now, nothing wills and works with God 
but the Spirit of Love; | becauſe nothing elle 


works in God himſelf The Almighty 
brought forth all Nature for this only End, 


that boundleſs Love might have its Infinity of 
Height and Depth to dwell and work in; 


and all the ſtriving and working Properties of 


rit of Love, that it may come forth into out- 
ward Activity, and marticft 1 its bleſſed Powers; 
* that 
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chat Creatures born in the Strength, and 
out of the Powers of Nature, might commu- 
nicate the Spirit of Love and Goodneſs, give 
and receive mutual Delight and Joy to and 
from one another. All below this State of 
Love, is a Fall from the one Life of God, 
and the only Life in which the God of Love 


can dwell. Partiality, Self, Mine, Thine, &c. 


are Tempers that can only belong to Crea- 
tures that have loſt the Power, Preſence, and 
Spirit, of the. aniver ſal Good. They can have no 
Place in Heaven, nor can be any-where, but 
becauſe Heaven is loſt. Think not, therefore, 


that the Spirit of pure, univerſal Love, which 


is the one Purity and Perfection of Heaven, 
and all heavenly Natures, has been, or can be, 
carried too high, or its abſolute Neceſſity too 
much aſſerted. For it admits of no Degrees 


of higher or lower, and is not in being till it 


is abſolutely pure and unmixed, no more than 
a Line can be ſtrait till it is abſolutely 
free froth all Crookedneſs. 

All the Deſign of Chriſtian Redemption is, 


to remove every thing that is unbeavenly, 


groſs, dark, wrathful, and diſordered, from 
every Part of this fallen World. And when 


you ſee Earth and Stones, Storms and Tem- 


peſts, and every kind of Evil, Miſery, and 


e e you ſee that which Chriſt 
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came into "the World to remove, and not 
only to give a new Birth to fallen Man, bat 


alſo to deliver all outward Nature from its 


preſent Vanity and Evil, and ſet it again in 


its firſt leren State. Now, if you aſk, 
how came al Things into this Evil and Va- 
LA ? It is, becauſe they have loſt the bleſſ- 
A Spirit of Love, which alone makes the 
Happ ineſs and Perfection of every Power of 


Katore. Look at Groſſneſt, Colanefs, Hard- 


eſs, and Darkneſs; they never could have 
had: any Exiſtence, but becauſe the Properties ties 
of "Nature't wyſt appear in Ts manner, when 
*. Light of God bl no ae Swelling in 
them, 


Nature i is. at firſt only c irfual ; It has in it- 
elf nothing but the ſpiritual Properties of 
the Defire, which is the very Being and 
Ground of Nature, But when theſe ſpiti- 
tual. Properties are not . filled and Bleſſed,” and 
all held in one Vill, by the Light and Love of 
Godruling i in them, er ſomething is found in 
Nature which never ſhould have been found ; 
vl. the Properties of Nature, in a State of vi- 
fible, palpable Diviſenand Contrariety to each 
ether. And this new State of the Nobert 
of Nature is the firſt Beginning and Birth, and 
Pofſſibility, of all that Contrariety that is to be 


found betwixt Hot and Cold, Hard and Soft, 


Thick 
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Thick and Thin, &c. all which could have 
had no Exiſtence, till the Properties of Na- 
ture Joſt their firſt Unity, and Purity under 
the Light and Loye of God, manifeſted and 
working in them. And this is the one true 
Origin of all the Materiality of this earthly 
Syſtem, and of every Struggle and Contrari- 
ety, that is found in material Things, Had 
the Properties of Nature been kept by the 
Creature, in their firſt State, bleſſed and over- 
come with the Light and Love of Heaven 
dwelling and working in them, no Wrath 
or Contrariety could ever have been known 
by any Creature; and had not Wrath and Con- 
trariety entered into the Properties of Nature, 
nothing Thich, or Hard, or Dark, &c. could 
ever have been found, or known in any Place. 
Now every thing that you ſee, and know of 
the Things of this World, ſhews you, that 
Matter began only in and from the Change 
of the ſpiritual Properties of Nature; and that 
Matter is changed and altered, juſt as the 
Light and Purity of Heaven is more or leſs 
in it. How comes the Flint to be in ſuch a 


State of hard, dark Compaction ? It is becauſe 
the Meekneſs and Fluidity of the Light, and 


Air, and Water, of this World have lictle or 
no Exiſtence in it. And therefore, as ſoon 
as the Fire has unlocked its hard Compaction, 
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and opened in it the Light, and Air, and Wa- 
ter, of this World, it becomes tranſparent 
Glaſs, and is brought ſo much nearer to that 
firſt glaſſy Sea in which it once exiſted, For 
the Light, and Air, and Water, of this World, 
tho' all of them in a material State, yet have 
the moſt of the firſt heavenly Nature in them; 
and as theſe are more, or leſs, in all material 
Things, ſo are they nearer, or farther from, 
their firſt heavenly State. And as Fire is the 
firſt Deliverer of the Flint from its hard Com- 
paction, fo the laſt univerfal Fire muſt begin 
the Deliverance of this material Syſtem, and 
fit every thing to receive that Spirit of Light 
and Love, which will bring all things back 
again to their firſt glaſſy Sea, in which the 


Deity dwelleth, as in his Throne. And thus, 


as the eaithly Fire turns Flint into Glaſs, 
ſo Earth will become Heaven, and the Con- 
trariety of four divided Elements will be- 
come one tranſparent Brightneſs of Glory, 
as ſoon as the laſt Fire ſhall have melted 
every Groſſneſs into its firſt undivided Flui- 
dity, for the Light, and Love, and Majeſty, of 
God to be all in all in it. How eaſy and na- 
tural is it to ſuppoſe all that is Earth, and Stones, 
to be diſſolved into Water, the Water to be chan- 
ged into Air, the Air into Æther, and the - 
ther tarefied into Light? Is thereany thing here 

impoſſible 
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impoſſible to be ſuppoſed? And how near 
a Step is the next, to ſuppoſe all this changed, 
or exalted into that glaſſy Sea, which was 
every-where, before the Angels fell? What 
now is become of hard, heavy, dead, diviſible, 
corruptible Matter ? Is it annihilated ? No : 
And yet nothing of it is left; all that you 


know of it is gone, and nothing but its Ha- 


dowy Idea will be known in Eternity. 
Now as this ſhews you, how Matter can 
lole all its material Properties, and go back 
to its firſt ſpiritual State, ſo it makes it very 
intelligible to you, how the Sin of Angels, 
which was their ſinful Working in and with 
the Properties of Nature, could bring them 
out of their i Spirituality into that Dark- 
neſs, Groſſneſs, and Chaos, out of which God 
raiſed this material Syſtem, See now, Sir, 
how unreaſonably you once told me, that our 
Doctrine muſt ſuppoſe the Eternity of Matter; 
for throughout the Whole, you might eaſily - 
have feen, that it neither does nor can ſup- 


Poſe it, but demonſtrates the Vnpoſſibility 


of it; ſhews the true Origin of Matter, that 
it is no older than Sin; could have no Poſſibi- 


lity of beginning to be, but from Sin; and 


therefore muſt ae vaniſn. when Fu! is in 
tirely done away. 


C4 If 
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If Matter, ſaid you, be not made ou? of nb. 
thing, then it muſt be eternal. Juſt as well 
concluded, as if you had faid, If $row, and 
Hail, and Ice, are not made out of nothing, 
then they muſt be eternal. And if your 
Senſes did not force you to know, how theſe 
Things are created out of ſomething, and are 
in themſelves only the Properties of Light, 
and Air, and Water, brought out of their firſt 
State into ſuch a Compaction and Creation, 
as is called Snow, Hail, and Ice, your rational 
Philoſophy would ſtand to its noble Conclu- 
ſion, that they muſt be made our of nothing. 
Now every time you fee Snow, or Hail, or 
Ice, you ſee in Truth and Reality the Crea- 
tion of Matter, or how this World came to 
be of ſuch a material Nature as it is. For 
Earth and Stones, and every other Materia- 
lity of this World, came from ſome antecedent 
Properties of Nature by that /ame creating 
Power, or Fiat of God, as turns the Proper- 
ties of Light, and Air, and Water, into the 
different Materialities of Snow; Hail, and Ice. 
The t Property of Nature, which is in 
itſelf a conſtringing, attratting, compreſſing, 
and coagulating Power, is that working Power, 
from whence comes all T hicknefs, Darkneſs, 
Coldneſs, and Hardneſs; and this is the Creator 
of Snow, and Hail, and Ice, out of /omething, 
| that 
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hat before was only the Fluidity of Light, 
Air, and Moiſture. Now this ſame Property 
of Nature, directed by the Will of God: 1 was 
he Fiat, and creating Power, which, on the 
firſt Day of this World, compacted, coagula- 
ted, or created, the wrathful Properties of 
fallen Nature in the Angelic Kingdom. into 
ſuch a new State, as to become Earth, and 
Stones, and Water, and a viſible Heaven. And 
the new State of the created Heaven, and Earth, 
and Stones, and Water, &c, came forth by the 
Fiatef God, or the Working of the. firſt Pro- 
perty of Nature, from the Properties of fallen 
Nature ; juſt as Snow and Ice, and Hail, come 
forth by the ſame Fiat, from the Properties of 
Light, Air, and Water. And the created Ma- 
teriality of Heaven, Earth, Stones, and Wa- 
ter, have no more Eternity in them, than 


there is in Snow, or Hail, or Ice; but are only 


held for a time in their compacted or created 
State, by the ſame firſt aſtringing Proper- 


ty of Nature, which for a time holds Snow, 


and Hail, and Ice, in their compacted State. 
Now here you ſee with the utmoſt Cer- 
tainty, that all the Matter, or Materiality of 
this World, is the Effect of Sin, and could 
have its Beginning from nothing elſe. For 
as Thickneſs, Hardneſs, and Darkneſs (which 
is the Eſſence of Matter), is the Effect of the 
wrathful predominant Power of the fir/t Pro- 


perty 
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perty of Nature, and as no Property of Na- 
ture can be predominant, or known as it is in 
itſelf, till Nature is fallen from its harmoni- 
ous Unity, under the Light and Love of God 
dwelling in it, ſo you have the utmoſt Certain- 
ty, that where Matter, or (which is the ſame 
thing) where Thickneſs, Darkneſs, Hardneſs, 
&c. are found, there the Will of the Creature 
has turned from God, and openeda diſorderly 
Work ing of Nature without God. | 

Therefore as ſure as the Materiality of this 
World ſtandeth in the predominant Power of 
the firſt attracting, aſtringing Property of Na- 
ture, or, in other Words, is a Thickneſs, Dark- 
neſs, Hardneſs, &c. ſo ſure is it, that all the 
Matter of this World has its Beginning from 
Sin, and muſt have its End, as ſoon as the 
Properties of Nature are again reſtored to 
their firſt Unity, and bleſſed Harmony under 
the Light and Spirit of God, 

It is no Objection to all this, that Al- 
mighty God muſt be owned to be the true 
Creator of the Materiality of this World, 
For God only brought or created it into this 
Materiality, out of the fallen finful Proper- 
ties of Nature, and in order to ſtop their ſin- 
ful Working, and to put them into a State of 
Recovery. He created the confuſed Chaos of 
the darkened, divided, contraryPropertics of ſpi- 
ritual Nature, into a farther, darker, harder, 

Coagu- 
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Coagulation, and Diviſion, that ſo the fallen 


Angels might thereby loſe all Power over 
hem; and that this new Materiality might 


become a Theatre of Redemption, and ſtand 


its Time under the Dominion of the Lamb 
of God, till all the Vratb, and Graſineſt, and 
Darkneſs, born of the Sin of Angels, was fit- 
ted to return to its firſt heavenly Purity. 
And thus, tho' God is the Creator of the 
Materiality of this World, yet ſeeing he crea- 
ted it out of that /rath, Divifion, and Dark- 
neſs, which Sin had opened in Nature, this 
Truth ſtands firm, that Sin alone 1s the Fa- 
ther, firſt Cauſe, and Beginner, of all the 
Materiality of this World; and that when Sin 
is removed from Nature, all its Materiality 
muſt vaniſh with it. For when the Proper- 
ties of Nature are again in the Unity of the 


one Will of Light and Love, then Hot and 


Cold, Thick and Thin, Dark and Hard, with 
every other Property of Matter, muſt give up 
all their Diſtinction, and all the divided Ele- 


ments of this World loſe all their Materia- 
lity and Diviſion in that firſt heavenly Spiri- 
tuality of a glaſſy Sea, from whence they fell. 

Now as all the whole Nature of Matter, 
its Groſſneſs, Darkneſs, and Hardneſs, is owing 
to the unequal, predominant Working of the 
firſt Property of Nature, which is an attrat- 


ing, 
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ing, aftringing, and compreſſing Deſire; ſo 
every ſpiritual Evil, every wicked Working, 
and diſorderly State of any intelligent Being, 
is all owing to the /ame di/orderly, predomi- 
nant Power of the firſt Property of Nature, 
doing all that j#nward!ly in the Spirit of the 
Creature, which it does in an outward Groſſ- 
neſs, Darkneſs, and Hardneſs, Thus, when 
the Defire (the firſt Property of Nature) in 
any intelligent Creature leaves the Unity and 
Univerſality of the Spirit of Love, and con- 
tracts or ſbuts up itſelf in an own Will, own 
Love, and Self- ſeeking, then it does all that 
inwardly and fpiritually in the Soul, which 
it does in outward Groſſneſs, Hardneſs, and 
Darkneſs. And had not own Will, own 
Love, and Self-feeking, come into the Spirit 
of the Creature, it never could have found, 
or felt, any outward Contrariety, Darkneſs, 
or Hardneſs : For no Creature :an have any 
other outward Nature, but that which is in 
the ſame State with its inward Spirit, and 
14 belongs to it, as its own natural Growth. 
. Modern Metaphyſics has no Knowledge 
. of the Ground and Nature either of Spirit or 
1 Body; but ſuppoſes them not only without 
15 any natural Relation, but eſſentially contrary 
to one another, and only held together in a 
forced Conjunction by the arbitrary Vill of 
mal So. 
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od. Nay if you was . ſay, that God firſt 
reates a Soul out of e when that is 
lone, then takes an underſtanding Faculty, 
ind puts it into it, after that adds a Will, and 
hen a Memary, all as independently made, 
as when 2 Taylor firſt, makes the Body of a 
oat, and then adds Sleeves or Pockets to ĩt; 
as you to ſay, This, the Schools of Deſcartes, 
Malebranche, r Locke, could have nothingto 
ſay againſt it. And the Thing! is unavoidable; 
for all theſe Philoſophers were ſo far from 
knowing the Ground of Nature, how it is a 
Birth from God, and all Creatures a Birth 
from Nature, through the working Will of 
God in and by the Powers of Nature, as 
they were ſo far from knowing this, as to 
hold a Creation ,out:of nothing ; lo they were 
neceſſarily. excluded from. every. fundamen- 
tal Truth concerning the Origin either of 
Body or Spirit, and their true Relation to one 
another, For, a Creation, out of nothing 
leaves no room for accounting why any thing 
is, as it is. Now every wiſe Man is ſup- 
poſed to have Reſpect to Nature in every 
thing that he would 2 joined together; he 
cannot ſuppoſe his Work to ſycceed, unleſs 
this be done, But to ſuppoſe God to create 
Man with a Body and Soul; not only not na- 
furally related, but naturally impoſſible to be 
united 


— - « 
. — — ** ” - — 2 
o - * . - 
of — * - 2 
. _—_ —_ 3 « Su =. *. > -4 - ata 
= - + 4 *" it bow » — . 
— 5 d — 2 8 — 
- * 22 — 
— - ” A 
s — '* 


- unnatural State; which yet he could not do 


can Nature be, or have any thing, but wha 
poſe God to bring any Creature into an un 


trary to himſelf, and to that Nature which i 
from him, 


of God, willing that Body and Soul, held to 
ſible Power to do. But the true Philoſophy 
| firſt State in and from God, is this: Nameh 
that Nature is a Birth or Manifeſtation of thi 


come into Exiſtence as a Birth from God, © { 


ture, by the Will of God, willing it to com 


MIS ot 
united by any Powers in either of them, is ti 
ſuppoſe God acting and creating Man into ani 


unleſs there was ſuch a Thing as Nature an- 
Fecedent to the Creation of Man. And ho 


pips 6A OS two fl 


— 


it is, and has, from God? Therefore to ſup 


natural State, is to ſuppoſe him acting con 


Yet all the Metaphyſics of ihe Schools does 
this ; it ſuppoſes God to bring a Soul and 
Body together, which have the ut moſt natura 
Contrariety to each other, and can only affec 
or act upon, one another by an arbitrary Wii 


gether by Force, ſhould ſeem to do that to on 
another, which they have no natural or poſ 
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of this Matter, known only to the Soul, that 
by anew Birth from above has found its firl 


— 


triune inviſible Deity. And as it could on 


every Creature, or beginning Thing, can on) 
come forth as a Birth from and out of Na 
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forth in ſuch a Birth. And no Creature can 
have, or be, any thing, but by and according 
to the working Powers of Nature; and there- 
i fore, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no Creature can be, or 
be put into an unnatural State. It may indeed 
loſe or fall from its natural Penfection, by the 
wrong Uſe or Working of its Will; but then 
its fallen State is the natural Effect of the 
wrong Uſe of its Will, and fo it only has rat, 
which is natural to it. The Truth of the 
Matter is this : There neither is, nor can be, 
any thing, nor any Effect in the whole Uni- 
verſe of Things, but by the Yay of Birtb. 
For as the 2vorking Will is the firſt Cauſe, or 
Beginner, of every thing, ſo nothing can pro- 
ceed farther, than as it is driven by the Will, 
and is a Birth of it. And therefore nothing 
can be in any thing, but what is natural to its 
own working Will, and the true Effect of it. 
Every thing that is outward in any Being, 
is only a Birth of its own Spirit; and there- 
fore all Body, whether it be heavenly, or 
earthly, or helliſh, has its whole Nature and 
Condition from its own in ward Spirit; and no 
Spirit can have a Body of any other Proper- 
ties, but ſuch as are natural to it, as being its 
oꝛon true outward State. For Body and Spi- 
rit are not two ſeparate, independent Things, 
but are zeceſary to each other, and are only 
the 


It cannot be ſaid to exiſt as a Creature, till 


of itſelf, nor feel, not find either that it is, ot 
what ãt is, but in and by its-own. Body. Jt 
Body is its firſt Knowlege of its mung 


into this Detail of the Origin and Nature o 
Body and Spirit, when. my Subject was only 
concerning the Spirit of Love, it is to ſhew 
you, that Grofſneſs, Darkneſs, Ceutrariet), 
- Di/quiet, and Fermentation, muſt be theſState 
of the Body and Spirit, till they are both 


Love of Heaven manifeſted in them. All 
 Datknels, Groſſneſs, and Contrariety, muſt b 


to Heaven, or be united with it; but theſe 


the outward Manifeftationof nothing elſe, bu 
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the inward and outward Conditiang, of on 
and the /ame Being. 

Every. creaturely Spirit muſt — its ow * 
Bach, and cannot be without it; for its Body 
is chat, which makes it manifeſt, to - itſelf, 


in a Body, becauſe it can have no Senſibiliij 


and Some-wwhere., 
And now, Sir, if you aſk ey 1 Hine Joe 


a wo @ > A > © mv'£A% oo mt Minis 3 ic 


© was: 


made pure and luminous by the Light and 


pas p< fs 


removed from the Body before it can belong 


Qualities muſt be in the Body, till the Sou 
is totally dead to Se, Partiality, and Con 
trariety, and breathes only the Spirit of upiver 
ſal Love, becauſe the State of the Body ha 
nothing of its on, or from itſelf, but is-ſolely 
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that which is * in the Soul. Every 
Animal of this World has nothing in its out- 

ward Form or Shape, every Spirit, whether 
heavenly or helliſh, has nothing in the Na- 
ture and State of its Body, but that which is 
the Form and Growth of its own inward 
Spirit. As no Number can be any thing elſe, 
but that which the Unities contained in it, 
make it to be; ſo no Body of any Creature 
can. be any thing elſe but the Coagulation, or 
Sum total, of thoſe Properties of Nature that 
are coagulated in it. And when the Proper- 
ties of Nature are formed into the Band of a 
creaturely Union, then is its Body brought 
forth, whether the Spirit of the Creature be 
earthly, heavenly, or helliſh. 

Nature, or the i Properties of Life; are 
in a State of the higheſt Contrariety, and 
the higheſt Want of ſomething, which they 
have not. This is their whole Nature, and 
they have nothing elſe in them. And this 
is their true Ground and Fitneſs to become a 
Life of triumphing Joy and Happineſs ; viz. 
when united in the Poſſeſſion of that, which 
they ſeek for in their Contrariety. And if 
Life, in its firſt Root, was not this Depth of 
Strife, this Strength of Hunger, and Senſi- 
bility of Want, the Fulneſs of heavenly Joy 
could not be manifeſted in it. 
av 95 You 
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Lou are not a Stranger to the Myſtery of 
the Seven Propertits of Nature, Which wel 
have often ſpoken of; and therefore 1:ſhall 
- ſhorten the Matter, and only fay ſo much d 
them as may be of Service to our preſen | 


E e 211 10 at: * Aufi 
Nature, whether Ane or e 
-That, iced not into Being far its ON 


Self, or to be That, which it is in itſelf, but 
1 for the Sake of ſomething, that it is not, and 


has not. And this is the Reaſon; why Na- 


ture is only Deſire; it 15! becauſe it 18 fot 
the Sake of ſamething elſe; and is alſo the 


Reaſon why! Nature in itſelfis only a Torment, 
becauſe it is-onlly a ſttong Deſire, and ;can- 
not help itſelf to that which- it wants, but i 

always working againſt itſel. 

Now a Deſire that cannot be Popped; nor 

t That which it would have; has a threefpll 

ntragety;, or Working, in it, which. you 

may thus conceive; as follows: The firſt and 

. peculiar Property, or the ane only Will of 
the Deſire, as ſuch, is to have That, which it 
has not; and all that it can do towards hav: 

ing it, is to act, as if it were /er,2z1ng it; and 
this is it, which makes che Deſire to be 
- magic Cmpręſſing, Inclafng, or Aftr inging ; 

becauſe that is all that it can/dojtowait 
n of chat, which it would have, Bu 
Lok t the 


n 
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the Defire cannot thus magically aſtringe, 
W compreſ3, or ſtrive to incloſe, witho t He - 
n and Attracting: But Drawing is Motion, 
o which is the higheſt Contrariety and Reſiſt- 
ance to compreſſing, or holding together. And 
thus the Deſire, in its magical Working, ſets 
out with Fo contrary Properties, . inſeparable 
from one another, and equal in Strength ; for 
the Motion has no Srength, but as it is the 
Drawing of the Deſire ; and the Deſite only 
#rawsin the ſame Degree, as it wills to compreſs 
and aftringe ; and therefore the Deſire, as aſlrin- 
ging, always begets a Refitance equal to itſelf. 
Now from this great and equally-ſtrong 
Contrariety of the two firſt Properties of the 
Deſire, magically pulling, as I may ſay, two 
conttary Ways, there ariſes, as a neceſſary Birth 
from both of them, a third Property, which is 
emphatically called a peel, or whirling An- 
guiſhof Life, For a Thing that can go nei- 
ther inward nor outward, and yet muſt be, 
and move under the equal Power of both of 
them, muſt whirl, or turn round; it has no 
Poſſibility of doing any thing ele, or of ceaſ- 
ing to do that, And this whirling Contrari- 
ety of theſe inſeparable Properties is the great 
Anguiſh of Life, and may properly be called 
the Hell of Nature; and every leſſer Tor- 
ment which any Man finds in this mixed 

D 2 World, 
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Anguiſh of the Defire then begins, when it 
can neither go inwards, nor outwards, and 
yet muſt be in Motion. 


this World is from ſþiritual Properties, 


"ines it AK and has from them. 
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World, has all its Exiſtence and Power from 
the Working of theſe three Properties: For 
Life can find no troubleſome Motions, or 
' Senſibility of Diſtreſs, but ſo far as it comes 1 
under their Power, and enters into their 4 
Whirling Wheel. 2 


Now here you may obſerve, that as this 
10 birling Anguiſh of Life is a third State, ne- 


ceſſarily Anläng from the Contrariety of the 
two firſt Properties of the Deſire; ſo in this 
material Syſtem, every whirling, or orbicular 
Motion of any Body, is ſolely the Effect or 
Product of the Contrariety of theſe two firſt 
Properties. For no material Thing can 
whirl, or move round, till it is under the 
Power of theſe 2700 Properties ; that is, till it tt 
can neither go inwards, nor outwards, and 


yet is obliged to move; juſt as the whirling 


And this may be again another tri De 
monſtration to you, that all the Matter ol 


fince all its Workings and Effects are accord- 
"ing to them: For if Matter does nothing but 
according to them, it can be nothing, but 


9 
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For Here alſo, that is, in theſe three Proper 
, or Mies of the Defire, you ſee the Ground and 
mes 1 Reaſon of the three great Laws of Matter 
their Hand Motion, lately diſcovered, and fo much 
elebrated; and need no more to be told, 
hat the illaſtrious Sir Jaac plowed with 
Bebmen's Heifer, when he brought forth the 
Diſcovery of them. In the mathematical 
dyſtem of this great Philoſopher, theſe three 
Properties, Attraction, equal Reſiſtance, and 
he orbicular Motion of the Planets as the Ef- 
ect of them, &c. are only treated of as Fatts | 
and Appearances, whoſe Ground is not pre- 
ended to be known, But in our Behmen, 
he illuminated Inſtrument of God, their 
Birth and Power in Eternity is opened; their 
eternal Beginning is ſhewn, and how and why 
all Worlds, and every Life of every Creature, 
yhether it be heavenly, earthly, or helliſh, 
uſt be in them, and from them; and can have 
o Nature either ſpiritual or material, no 
ind of Happineſs or Miſery, but according 
o the working Power and State of theſe Pro- 
ber ties. | 
All outward Nature, all Wa Life; is what 
t is, and works as it works, from this un- 


eaſing, powerful Auractio, Refiftance, and 
hirling. | 
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"Every Madneſe and, Folly of Liſe.is, thei 
immediate Work, and every good. Spirit of 
Aghvity from, them. They equally. ſupport Wi 


Darkneſs and Light : The one could have no 
Powers of, Thickneſs, and Coldneſs, the gther 


ng Bowers of Warmth, Brightneſs, ;and, Ac- 
tiyity, hut by and through theſe; three, Pro: 


perties acting in a diffærent State. Not a Par- 


tile of. Matter ſtirs, riſes, - or falls, ſeparates 
from, or unites with, any. other, but under 
theit Power. Not a Thought of the Mind, 
either of, Love or Hatred, of Joy or Trou- 
ble, af Envy or Wrath, of Pride and Covyet- 
ouſneſs, can riſe in the Spirit of any Creature, 
but as theſe Properties act and ſtir in it. 
The next and following Propertiss, | vis, 
the fourth, called Fire; the fifth, called the 
Form of Light and Love; andi the ſixtb, 
Seung, or Undęrſanding; only declare the 
gradual Effects of the Entrance of the Deity 
into the three fuſt Properties of Nature, 


changing, or bringing their ſtrong wrathful 


Attrattion, Reſiſtance, and Whirling, into a 
Life and State of triumphing Joy, and Full- 
neſs,, of; Satisfaction; which State of Peace 
and. Joy. in one another, is called the Seventh 
Property, or State of Nature. And this is 
what Belmen meaꝑs by his Ternarius San- 

Y * 
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ts; which he ſo often ſpeaks of; as the only 
lace! from whenee ke received all>that He? 
id and writ: Hb: means by it the Holy Mad 
2 enten of the / ttiune God i the ſoverr/ 
WP roperties of Nature, or Kingdom of 'Hea- 
en. And from this Manifeſtation of God 
n'the ſeven Propetties of Nature, or King- 
Jom of Heaven; he moſt wonderfully opens, 
ind accounts for all that was done in the fx 
t working Days of the Creation, ſhewing- 
o every of the ſix active Properties had its 
beculiar Day's Work, till the whole ended, or 
efted, in the ſanctified, paradifical Sabbath of 
he ſeventb Day, juſt as Nature doth 1 in its 
vemh Property. 
And now, Sir, you may tees d in the — 


vs; learneſs, how every thing in this World, 
the very thing in the Soul and Body of Man, 
eth, bſolutely requires the one Redemption of the 
the Goſpel. There is but one Nature in all cre- 


ety, ted Things, whether ſpiritual or material; 
ure, Whey all ſtand and work upon the ſame: 
h ful, Ground; viz. the three firſt Properties of 


Natare, That only which can-illuminate 
he Soul, that alone can give Brightneſs and 
Purity to the Body. For there is no Groſſ- 
eſs, Darkneſs, and Contrariety, in the Body, 
out what ſtrictly proceeds from the /ame 
Cauſs, they makes -Selffeneſs, Wrath, Envy} 
D 4 and 


ſpiritual or material, whether it be the Body 


the Power and Preſence of the ſupernatural 


1401 
and Torment, in the Soul; it is but one and 
the ſame State and Working of the ſame 
three fiſt Properties of Nature. All Evil, "of 
whether natural or moral; whether of Body . 


ar; Spirit, is the ſole Effect of the: Mrath and 


Difor der of the Spirits of Nature, working 
in and by themſelves. And allfthe Good, 
Perfection, and Purity, of every thing, whether 


or Spirit of Man, or Angel, is ſolely — 


Deity dwelling and working in the Properties 
of Nature. For the Properties of Nature are 
in themſelves nothing elſe but a mere Hunger, 
Want, Strife, and Centrariety, till the Ful- 
neſs and Riches of the Deity, entering into 
them, unites them all in one Will, and one 
Poſſeſſion of Light, and harmonious Love; 
which is the one Redemption of the Goſpel, 
and the one Reaſon why nothing elſe but the 
Heart, or Son, or Light, of God, can purify 
Nature and Creature from all the Epil they 
are fallen into. 
-: For nothing can poſſibly. ner the Sou 
. its eib Nature, and earthly Paſſions, 
but that one Power that can deliver Matter 
from its preſent material Properties, and turn 
Earth into Heaven; And that for this plain 
e Becauſe Soul and Body, outward 
N ature, 


14.7 

nd Nature, and inward Life, have but one and 

ame he ſame Evil in fem, NG nchen 
* 


1, ame Cauſe. {4 | 49199 
dy BY The Dei/t e 0 looks. for Life. 
ind Salvation through the Uſe of his Reaſon,” 
acts cantrary: to the whole Nature of every 
hing that he ſees, and knows of himſelf, 
and of the Nature and State of this World. 
For, from one End of it to the other, all its. 
aterial State, all its groſs divided Elements, 
declare, that they are what they are, becauſe: 
he Light and Loye of Heaven is not working 
and manifeſt in them; and that nothing can 
take Darkneſs, Materiality, Rage, Storms, 
and. Tempeſts, from them, but that ſame 
heavenly Light and Love which was made 
Fleſh, to redeem the fallen Humanity firſt, 
and after that the whole material Syſtem. 

Can the Deiſt, with his Reaſon,” bring the 
Light of this World into the Eyes of his 
Body? If not, how comes it to be leſs ab- 
ſurd, or more poſſible, for Reaſon to bring 
heavenly Light into the Soul? Can Reaſon 
Soulf hinder the Body from being heavy, or re- 
Tons, move Thickneſs and Darkneſs from Fleth - 
latter and Blood? Yet nothing leſs than ſuch a 
{ turn Power, can poſſibly help the Soul out of its 
; plainſſſ fallen and earthly State. For the Groſſneſs 
tward of Fleſh and Blood is the natural State of 


ature, the 


421 
the fen Sou, and theref6re nothing e 
pulifh - the goül or raiſe ĩt out of its eirthly 
corrupt State, but That which bel al Port = 
overlalFthat Wh i 15 ' earthy and material"in * 
Nature 4 An Soldan: 
A pretend therefore, that" Reaſon ma 


have ſufficient Power to reibe alk Hell 
Depravity and earthly Luſts from the Soul 


whilſt it has net the leaſt Power over Stuebr 
or Spur in any one Particle of Matter in the 
Body, is as higtily abſurd, as ifa Man ſhould 
pretend, that he has a full Power to alter the 
— inviſible, vegetable Life of a Plant, 
but none at all over its outward State, Chlove; 
Leaves, or Fruit. The Deiſ there fore, and 
net the Chriſtian, ſtands itr need of continual 
Miracles to male good his Doctrine. For 
Reaſon can have no Pretence to amend or 
alter the Life of the Soul; but ſo far as it 
cani ſhew; that it has Power to; amend ag] 
alter the Nature and State of ithe: Bode. 
The unbelieving Jets ſaid of our Lord, 
How- can' this Man forgive Sins? Chriſt 
ſhewed them how, by appealing” to that 
Power which they ſaw- he had over the 
Bedy: Whether, ſays he, is it eaſer to ſay, 
Thy Sins are forgiven thee, or to ſay; Ariſe, 
take up thy Bed, and wall? But the Deluſion' 
of the imbelieving Deiſt is greater than that 
ny of 


1 
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che Few. For the Deiſt ſees, that hib Naa- 
on has no Power over, His Body; can remove 


5 * 
bly: 


4 'D > Diſeaſe, Blindneſs, Deafnoſs, or ame- 


lin 
D 


6, from it; and yet will pretend to havo 
Power enough from hid Reaſon; to help the 
oul out of all its Evil; not knowing that 
zody and Soul gochand in hand, and are no- 
hing elſe but the in ward and outward State 
f one and the ſame Life; and that therefore 
only, who can ſay to the dead Body of 
azarus, Come forth, can ſay to the Soul, 
Be thou clean. The Deiſt therefore, if he 
leaſes, may ſtile himſelf a natural, or a mo- 
al Philoſopher, but with no more Truth, 
han he can call himſelf an Healer of all the 
aladies of the Body. And for a Man to think 
imſelf a moral Philoſopher, becauſe he has 
ade a choice Collection of Syllogiſms, i in or- 
der to quicken and revive a divine Goodneſs in 
he Soul; or that no Redeemer need come from 
Heaven, becauſe human Reaſon, when truly 


rd, Neft to itſelf, has great Skill in chopping of 
rift! {W-ogic; may juſtly be deemed ſuch an Igno- 


ance of the Nature of Things, as-is ſeldom. 
ound in the Tranſactions of illiterate; and 
yulgar Life. But this by the by; 
To return to our chief Subject: The Sum 
all that has been ſaid, is this.: All Evil, be it 
what it will, all Miſery of every kind, is in- 
| Its 
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its Birth, Working, and Extent, nothing elſe 
but Nature left to itſelß, and under the divi- 
ded Woôrkings of its own Hunger, Wrath, and 


Contrarirty; and therefore no Poſſibility fot 


the natural, earthly Man to eſcape eternal 
Hunger, Wrath, and Contrariety, but folely 
in the-Way as the Goſpel teacheth, by deny- 


ing and dying to Self. On the other hand, 


all the Goodneſs and Perfection, all the Hap- 
pineſs, Glory, and Joy, that any intelligent, 
divine Creature can be poſſeſſed of, is, and 
can be, from nothing elſe, but the inviſible 
uncreated Light and Spirit of God mani- 
feſting itſelf in the Properties of the creature- 
ly Life, filing, bleſing, and uniting them all 
in one Love, and Joy of Life. And thus 
again; No Poſſibility of Man's attaining to 
any heavenly Perfection and Happineſs, but 
only in the Way of the Goſpel, by the 
Union of the divine and human Nature, by 
Man's being born again from above, of the 
Mord and Spirit of God. There is no Poſ- 
ſibility of any other Way, becauſe there is no- 
thing that can poſſibly change the firſt 
Properties of Life into an heavenly State, 
but the Preſence, and working Power, of the 
Deity united with, and working in them. 
And therefore the Word was made Fleſh, and 
muſt of all neceflity be made Fleſh, if Man 
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s to have an heavenly Nature. Now as all 
vil, Sin, and Miſery, have no Beginning, 
Hor Power of Working, but in the Manifeſta- 
N jon of Nature in its divided, contrary Pro- 
. rties; ſo it is certain, that Man has alive 


o turn to, ſeek, or aſpire after, but the loſt 
pirit of Love. And therefore it is, that 
od only can be his Redeemer; becauſe 
od only is Love; and Love can be no- where 
ſe, but in God, and where God dwelleth 


and worketh. 


Now the Difficulty which you find in at- 
aining to this Purity, and Univerſality of the 


Spirit of Love, is becauſe you ſeek for it, as I 
once told you, in the Way of Reaſoning : 

You would be poſſeſſed of it only from a ra- 
tional Conviction of the Fitneſs and Amia- 
bleneſs of it. And as this clear Idea does not 


put you immediately into the real Poſſeſſion of 
of it, your Reaſon begins to waver ; and ſug- 
geſts to you, that it may be only a fine Notion, 
that has no Ground but in the Power of 
Imagination, But this, Sir, is all your own 
Error, and as contrary to Nature, as if you 
would have your Eyes do That, which only 
your Hands or Feet can do for you. 'The 
Spirit of Lowe is a Spirit of e Life; 
and all the Operations of Nature and Life 
are according to the working Powers of 
Nature, and every Growth and Degree of 

Life 


c doubt whether Hrrengtb and Health of Body 


cauſe you could not by the Power of your 


the Storm, Be fill; ; and to the Leper, Be 


Life can only arife in its v7 Time and Plats 
from its proper Cauſe, and as the genuine Ef 
ſect of it. Nature and Life do nothing bil 
Chante, or accidentally, but evety thing i 
one uniform Way. Fire, Air, and Lightl 
do not proceed ſometimes from one Thing 
and ſometimes from another; but where ve 
they are, they are always born in the ſam 
Manner, and from the ſame Working in the 
Properties of Nature. So in like Manner 
Love 1s an immutable Birth, always proceed. 
ing from the ſame Cauſe, and cannot be in 
Exiſtence till its own true Parents have 
5 4 it fortn. 

Ho unreaſonable would it be, to bes to 
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were real Things, or poſſible to be had, be- 


Reafon take Poſſeſſion of them? Yet this 5 
as well as to ſuſpect the Purity and Perfection 
of Love to be iy a Notion, becauſe your 
Reaſon tannot bring forth its Birth in your 
Soul. For Reaſon has no more Power of 
altering the Life and Properties of the Soul, M. 
than of altering the Life and Properties of the 
Body. That, and That only, can caſt Devils, 
and evil Spirits, out of the Soul, that can ſay to 
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The Buck of Lone is a Form or State of 

ife, and has its fixed, Place in the ib Form 
f Nature. The three firſt Properties or 
Forms of Nature, are the Graund or Band of 
Lite, chat is in itſelf only an extreme Hunger, 
Want, Strife, and Contrariety. And they 
are. in this State, that they may become a 
proper F ewel for the fourth Form of Nature, 
viz. the Fire, to be kindled in them. You 
will perhaps ſay, What is this Fire? What is 
its Nature? And how is it kindled? And 
hew is it, that the Hunger, and anguiſhing 
State. of the Properties, are a Fitneſs, to be a 
Fewelof this Fire? It may be anſwered, This 
Hunger and Anguiſh of Nature, in its firſt 
Forms, is its Fitneſs, to be changed into a Life 
of Light, Joy, and Happineſs : And that for 
this Reaſon ; Becauſe it is in this Hunger 
and Anguiſh; only becauſe God is not in, it. 
For as Nature comes from God, and for this 
only, End, that the Deity may manifeſt | 
Heaven in it, it muſt ſtand in an Hunger, and 
anguiſhing State, till the Deity is manifeſted 
init. And therefore its Hunger and Anguilh 
is its true Fitneſs to be changed into a better 
State; and this is its Fitneſs for the Birth of 
the Fire: For the Fire means nothing, and is 
nothing elſe, but That which changes them 
into a better State. Not as if Fire was a 
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the State of Nature, and brings Heaven ini 
it; and therefore it muſt work from a fu 
fold Power; the Deity and Nature muſt bot 
Nature, or it could not work in Nature; 
it could not overcome, and change Nature it 
to a divine Life. Now all this is only 


ſnew you, that the Fire can only be kindk 
by the Entrance of the Deity, or ſuper natur 


And this Conjunction of the Deity and Na 
Fire: Firſt, Becauſe it does that in the ſp 
| ſecondly, Becauſe it is that alone, from whid 


bas its Source, and Power and Poſſibility « 
Burning. The F _ this World overcomes 
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fourth, diſtin A 5 comes into thei 
from without; but is only a fourth State, 9 
Condition, into Which the tacks) "ory " 
ties are brought. 5 Fe 

The Fire then is that, whicht changes dl 
-Propaties into a new, and heavenly" State 
Therefore the Fire does two Things; it alte 


be in it. It muſt have ſome Strength fror 


muſt have ſome Strength from the Deity; « 


God, into a Conjunction or Union with Natur 


ture maketh, or bringeth forth, that Sate, 
Form of Life, which is called, and truly 


ritual Properties of Nature, which Fire dot 
in the Properties of material Nature; and 


every Fire in this World, whether in the Li 
of animal, or vegetable, or inanimate Matte 


Fewe 
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ewel, breaks its Nature, alters its State, and 
e, ranges it into Flame and Light. But why 
e es it do this? Whence has it this Nature 
ad Power? It is becauſe it is a rue Out- 
jrth of the eternal Fire, which overcomes 
ze Darkneſs, Wrath, and Contrariety of Na- 
re, and changes all its Properties into a 
ife of Light, Joy, and Glory. Not a 
park of Fire could be kindled in this World, 
or a Ray of Light come from any material 
ire, but becauſe material Nature is, in itſelf, 
othing elſe but the very Properties of eter- 
al Natute, ſtanding for a time in a material 
tate, or Condition ; and therefore they muſt 
7ork in Time, as they do in Eternity; and 
onſequently there muſt be Fire in this 
Vorld, it muſt have the ſame Birth, and do 
e ſame Work, in its material Way, which 
e eternal Fire hath, and doth, in ſpiritual 
ature. And this is the true Ground and 
Reaſon why every thing in this World is de- 
wered as far as it can be, from its earthly Im- 
urity, and brought into its High, State of 
xiſtence, only by Fire; it is becauſe the eter- 
al Fire is the Purifier of eternal Nature, 
nd the Opener of every Perfection, — 
nd Glory, in it. And if you aſk why the 
ility ternal Fire is the Purifier of eternal Na- 
omes | re, the Reaſon is plain; ; it is becauſe the 
Fewe E eternal 
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eternal Fire has its Birth and Nature, 
Power, from the Entrance of the pure, ſupe 


natural Deity into the Properties of Natur 
- which Properties muſt change their Stat 
and be what they were not before, as ſoon 


«he Deity entereth into them. The 
Darkneſs, Wrath; and Contrariety, is driv 
out of them, and they work, and give fo 
only a Life and Strength of Light, and Je 
and Glory. And this twofold -Qperatic 
wV1z. on one hand taking from Nature 

- wrathful Workings, and on the other hat 


opening a glorious Manifeſtation of 


Deity in them, is the whole Nature and Fo 
of the Fire, and is the Reaſon why from Et 
nity to Eternity it is; and muſt be, the P 
Fer of eternal Nature; namely, as from Eten 
ty to Eternity changing Nature into a Kin 
dom of Heaven. Now every Fire in t 
World does, and muſt do, the ſame. thing 
its low Way, to the utmoſt of its Power, a 
can do nothing elſe. Kindle Fire where, 

in what, you will, it acts only as from and 
the Power of this eternal purifying Fire; 4 


<therefote it breaks and conſumes the Groſ 


of every thing, and makes all that is pure 

ſpirituous to come forth out of it; and the 
fore Puriſication is its one only W. 
through all material Nature, becauſe it i 
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Outbirth of that eternal Fire, which 
urifies eternal Nature, and changes it into a 
nere Heaven of Glory. | 
The eternal Fire is called a fourth Form, 
r State of Nature; becauſe it cannot exiſt 
ut from the firſt Three, and hath its Work 
the fourth Place, in the Mid(t of the ſeven 
orms, changing the three firſt into the three 
uſt Forms of Nature, that is, changing them 
rom their natural into an heavenly State. So 
hat, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there are but three 
orms of Nature, in Anſwerableneſs to the 
hreefold Working of the triune Deity. For 
e three laſt are not three new or different 
Properties, but are only the three firſt brought 
nto a new State, by the Entrance of the tri- 
ne Deity into Conjunction with them. 
inf hich Entrance of the ſupernatural Deity 
nto them, is the conſuming of all that is bad 
n them, and turning all their Strength into 
i working Life of Light, Joy, and heavenly 
lory; and therefore has the juſteſt Title to 
de called Fire, as having no other Nature 
and Operation in it, but the known Nature of 
Fire, and alſo as being That, from which 
very Fire in this World has all its Nature 
and Power of doing as it doth. 
You once, as I remember, objected to my 
Ipeaking ſo much in the Appeal, &c. of the 

-: 1: 3 Fire 
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Fire of Life, * khinking it 00 groſs an E 
preſſion to be taken in its literal Meaniti 
when mention is made of the eternal Fir 
or the Fire in animal Life. But, Sir, Fi 
has but" one Nature through the whiote Un 
verſe of Things; and material Fire has . 
more or leſs of the Nature of Fire in it, th 
that which i is in eternal Nature; becauſe 
Has nothing, works nothing, but what it ha 
and works, from thence. How eaſy was it f 
you to have ſeen, that the Fire of the Sou 
and the Fire of the Body, had but one N. 
ture? How elſe could they ꝝnite in the 
Heat? How eaſy alſo to have ſeen; thi 
the Fire of animal Life was the ſame Fin 
that burns in the Kitchen? How elſe cou 
the Kitchen-Fire be ſerviceable to anim 
Life? What Good could it doyou to come 
a Fire of Wood, where you wanted to hai 
the Heat of your own Life increaſed? | 
animal Life, the F ire is kindled and preſerve 
in ſuch a Degree, and in ſuch Circu 
ances, as to be Life, and the Preſervatii 
of Life; and this is its Difference from Fire 
kindled in Wood, and burning it to Aſhe 
It is the ſame Fire, only in a different Stat 
that keeps up Life, and conſumes Wood; ant 
Has no other Nature in the Wood, tha 
in the Animal. Juſt 28 in Water chat k 
on! 
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lyi{o, much Fire in at; as to le itcwart; 
d Water that is. by Fire made boiling hat, 

e ſame Nature and Power of Fire is in botb, 
t only in à different State- Now will 
du ſay, that Fire. is hοt to, ber literaliy under- 


n Et 
ming 
Fire 
L 1. 
> Uni 


= pod; when it only makes Water: tobe warm, 
* aauſe it is not re and feming, as y ſec at 
17 a burning Coat? Vet this would be ag 


ellias to ſay, that Eire ib not literaliy to be 
derſtood in the animal Life, becauſe it 48 
different ſrom that Fire, bich you ſeg 
rning in a Piece of Wood. Aud thus, Sir, 
ere is no Foundation for any Objection to 
6 that bas been ſaid of Fire in tlie Appeal; 

It is one and the ſame great Power of 
wy in the ſpiritual and material World; it-is 
We Cauſe of every Life, and the Opener of 
ety Power of Nature; and. its one great 


is it f. 
e So 
ne N 
n the 
1, thi 


to hai | 43 | 
7 1 ork through all Nature and Creature, ani- 
Nie and inanimate, is Purification and Ex- 
elerv 1 | . | 
ation; it can do nothing elſe; and that for 
ALY CU . 4. * . : 0» q . S860 
s plain Reaſon, Becauſe its Birth is from 
?2r Vari | 8 1 Ws 
De Entrance of the pure Deity. into Nature; 
mn Fire g - ory © „ c 
Ati d therefore mult in its various State, and 
nt Stat CS be only doing that, which the Eu- 


ance of the Deity into Nature does. It 
* "ho uſt bring every natural Thing into its 
gheſt State. But to go back now to the 
Writ of Love, and ſhew you the Time and 
E 3 Place 


— . — 
= 44S Aa. C1 + AS. y * 2 
4 — ——— nn. - —E—E— n — > — — 


(6) 


Plate of its Birth, before which, it can have 
no Exiſtence in your 9 do what yo "with 
* have it. 

The Fire, you bez is the firſt e of 
the hungry, wrathful, ſelf-tormenting State 
of the Properties of Nature; and it only over- 
comes them, becauſe it is the Entrance of the 
pure Deity into them; and therefore that 
which overcomes them, is the Light of the 
Deity. And this is the true Ground and 
Reaſon, why every right-kindled Fire muſt 
give forth Light, and cannot do otherwiſe, 
Tt is becauſe the eternal Fire is only the Ef- 
fe& or Operation of the ſupernatural 'Light 
of the Deity entering into Nature; and there- 
fore Fire muſt give forth Light, becauſe it is 
itſelf only a Power of the Light ; and Light 
can be-no-where in Nature, but as a t 
Form, or State of Nature, brought forth by 
the Fire. And as Light thus brought forth, 
is the firſt State that is lovely, and delightful 
in Nature, ſo the Spirit of Love has only its 
Birth in the Light of Lite, and can be no- 
where elſe. For the Properties of Life have 
no common Good, nothing to rejoice in, till 
the Light is found, and therefore no poſſible 
Beginning of the Spirit of Love till then., 
The Shock that is given to the three firſt 


Properties of Nature, by the amazing Light 
of 
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of the Deity breaking in upon them, is the 
Operation of the Fire, that conſumes, or takes 
away, the wrathful Strength and Contrariety 
of the Properties, and forces each of them to 
ſhrink; as it were, away from itſelf, and come 
under the Power of this new-riſen Light. 
Here all Strife of Enmity and wrathful Con- 
trariety in the Properties muſt ceaſe, becauſe 
all united in the Love of the Light, and all 
equally helping one another to an higher En- 
joyment and Delight in it. They are all one 
triune Will, all doing the ſame thing; viz. 
all rejoicing in the one Love of the Light. And 
here it is, in this delightful Unity of Opera- 
tion, that the Spirit of Love is born, in the 
fifth Property, or Light of Life; and cannot 
poſſibly riſe up in any Creature, till the Pro- 
perties of its Life are brought into this eth 
State, thus changed, and exalted into a new 
Senſibility of Life. Let me give you this 
Similitude of the Matter: Fanſy to yourſelf 
a Man ſhut up in a deep Cave under- ground, 
without ever having ſeen a Ray of the Light, 
his Body all over tortured with Pain, his 
Mind diſtracted with Rage, himſelf whirling 
and working with the utmoſt Fury and Mad- 
neſs, he knows not what; and then you 
have an Image of the firſt Fropertice of Life, 
ee as 


Delight in this new State, may give you an 
Image how the Spirit of Love is, and muſt 
be born, When Fi and Light have overcome, 
and changed the State of the firſt Properties 


8 381 
as they are in themſelves, before the Us of 
haddone its Works i m them. 2114-30 vonn ti 

EFanſy this Man ſuddenly del, or all fr 
ſurrounded; with ſuch a Glare of Light; as, in to 
the Twinkling of an Eye, ſtopped, or ſtruck M St 
dead, every Working of every Pain and Rage, fe 
both in his Body and Mind; and then yo fo 


have an Image of the Operation of the Fire, MW pe 


and what it does to the firſt Properties. of WW pe 
Nature. Now as, Joon as the firſt Terror of th 
the Light bas had its; fiery Operation, and cy 
ſtrack. nothing dead, but every working Sen- as 
fibility. of Diſtreſs, fanſy this Man, as you MW fre 
now well may, in the ſweeteſt Peace of Mind, D 
and bodily Senſations, bleſſed in a new Re- 20 


gion of Light, giving Joy to his Mind, and It 


Gratification to every Senſe; and then the iſ So 
Tranſports, the Ovetflowings i of Love and 


of Nature, and never, till then, can have any 


Exiſtence in any Creature, nor proceed from ¶ ve 
any other Cauſe. Thus, Sir, you may ſuf- pa 
ficiently ſee, how. vainly you attempt to poſ - Fi 
ſeſs yourſelf of the Spirit of Love by the re: 
Power of your | Reaſon; and alſo what a be 
| Vanity of all Vanities there is in the * th 
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of the Deiſts, wha will 4 no other Perfec- 
tion, or divine; Life, but what they: can ave 


from their Rea ſon; as great a Contradiction 


to Nature, as, if they would haye no Lite or 


Strength of Body, but that which can be had 


from-their.Faculty of Reaſoning. F or Rea-. 


ſon, can no more alter or exalt any one Pro- 


perty of Lite, in the Soul, and bring. it into its 


perfect State, than it can add one Cubit to 
the Stature of the Body, 
every Life is no · way paliibly to be had, but 
as every. Flower comes to its Perfection ; „ U. 
from its own Seed and Root, and the various 
Degrees of Tranſmutation which muſt be 
gone through, before the Flower is found. 

It is ſtrictly thus with the erfection of the 
Soul; all its Properties of Life mbſt have 
their true natural Birth, and Growth, from 
one another. The firſt, as its & eed 24, Root, 

muſt have their natural Change into 2 
er State; muſt, like the Seed of the F lower, 

paſs through Death into Life, and be bleſſed 
with the Fire, and Light, and Spirit, of Hea- 
ven, in their Paſſage to it; juſt as the Seed 
paſſes through Death into Life, bleſſed by the 
Fire, and Light, and Air of this World, Ul; it 
reaches its laſt Perfection, and 1 a 
beautiful, ſweet-ſmelling Flower. And to 
think that the Soul can attain its Pei fection 
in any 


The Perfection of 
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y other Way, than by the Change and Ex- 
alben of its firſt Properties of Life, juſt as 
the Seed has its firſt Properties cbanged and 
exalted, till it comes to have its Flower, is a 
total Ignorance. of the Nature of Things. 
For as whatever dies, cannot have a Death 
particular to itſelf, but the ſame Death in the 


Gme Way, and for the ſame Reaſons, that 


any other Creature, whether animal or vege- 
table, ever did or can die; ſo every Life, and 
Degree of Life, muſt come into its State 
and Condition of Life in the ſame Way, and 


for the ſame Reaſons, as Life, and the Perfec- 


tion of Life, comes into every other tiving 
Creature, whether in Heaven, or on Earth, 
Therefore the Deiſts Religion, or Reaſon, 
which is to raiſe the Soul to its true Perfec- 
tion, is ſo far from being the Religion of Na- 
ture, that it is quite unnatural, and declared 
to be ſo by every Working in Nature. For 
ſince Reaſon can neither give Liſe, nor Death, 
to any « one Thing in Nature, but every thing 
lives, or dies, according to the Working of its 
on Properties z evety thing, dead and alive, 
gives forth a Demonſtration, that Nature aſks 
no Counſel of Reaſon, nor ſtays to be direct- 
ed by i it. Hold it therefore for a certain Truth, 
that you can have no Good come into your 
Soul, but only by the one Way of a Birth 
from 
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from above, from the Entranct of the Deity 


into the Properties of yout on ſouliſh” Life. 
Nature muſt be ſet right, its Properties muſt 
a enter into the Proceſs of a new Birth, it muſt 
s. work to the Production of Light, before the 
h Spirit of Love can have a Birth in it. For 
e Love is Delight, and Delight cannot ariſe in 
at any Creature, till its Nature is in a delightful 
- WH State, or is poſſeſſed of that, in which it muſt 
d Wl rejoice. And this is the Reaſon; why God 
te muſt become Man; it is becauſe a Birth of 
d the Deity muſt be found in the Soul, giving 
— to Nature all that it wants, or the Soul can 
12 never find itſelf in a delightful State, and 
h. only working with the Spirit f Lobe. For 
n, whilſt the Soul has only its natural Lie, it 
* can only be in ſuch a State, as Nature, with- 
a- out God, is in; vlg. a mere Hunger, Want, 
d Contrariety, and Strife, for it knows not what. 
or Hence is all that Variety of bind, reſtleſs, 
h, contrary Paſſions, which govern and torment 
1 the Life of fallen Man. It is becauſe all the 
its Properties of Nature muſt work in Blindneſs, 
e, and be doing they know not what, till the 
ks Light of God is found in them. Hence alſo 
t- it is, that That which is called the iſdom, 
h, the Honour, the Honeſty, and the Religion, of 


ur the natural Man, often does as much Hurt to 
th himſelf, and others, as his Pride, Ambition, 
m ; | Self- 
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Self t Loge, Emy, er Revenge; and ate ſub- 
ject tothe ſame Humour and Caprice it 
ig becauſe Nature, is na better ;in one Motion 
thang; another, nor can be ſo, till ſamei bing, 


ſupernatural. is; comer into iti W̃ often 


charge Men, both in Church and State, with 


changing their Pripiciples.;; but the Charge id 


too haſty ; for no Man ever did, or can change 
his Principles, : ihut by a Birih from abort. 
The natural, calltd in Safipture, the ald 


Man is ſteadily: the ſame in. Mart and Spirit, 


in every thing he does, whatever Varitty-of 
Nanies may be given / to his Actions. For 
Self can have no Motion (but what: is elf 
which Way ſoever it goes, or whatever it 
does, either in Church or State. Arid beats 
ſuned of this, that. Nature uin every Man, 
whether he be learned, or unlearned, is this 
very.Self, and can be nothing elſe, till a Birth 
of the Deity is brought forth in it. There is 
therefore no Poſſibility of having the Spirit of 
Love, or any divine Goodneſs, from any 
Power of Nature, or Working of Reaſon! 
It can only be had in its on Time and 
Place; and its Time and Place is no- where, 
but Where Nature is 6vercome by a Birth of 
the Life of God in the Properties of the Soul; 
And thus you ſee the infallible Truth, and 
abſolute Neceſſity, of Chriſtian Redemption; 

| it 
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it 18 the moſt demonſtrable Thing in all Na- 
ture. The Deity muſt” become Man, 
take a Birth in the fallen Nature, be anda 
to it, become the Life of it, or the natural 
Man muſt of all necehry be for ever and 
ever in the Hell of his own Hunger, Anguiſh, 
Contrariety; and 'Self/Torment/; and all for 
this plain Reaſon; Becauſe Nature is, and can 
be, nothing elle, but this Variety of Self. 
Torment, till wy * 15 n and 
dwelling in it. 

And now, Sir, you be alſo the tnt 
Neceſſity of the Goſpel- Doctrine of the Croſs; 


viz. of dying to Self, as the one only Way 


to Life in God. This Croſs, or Dying to 
Self, is the one Morality that does Man any 
Good. Fanſy as many Rules as you will, 
of modelling the moral Behaviour of Man, 
they all do nothing, becauſe they leave Na- 
ture ſtill alive; and therefore can only help a 
Man to a feigned, hypocritical Art of con- 
cealing his own inward Evil, and ſeeming to 
be not under its Power. And the Reaſon why 
it muſt be ſo, is plain; it is becauſe Nature is 
not poſſible to be reformed ; it is immutable 
in its Workings, and muſt be always as it it, 


and never any better, or worle,; than its own 
untaught Work ings are. It can no more 
bw. from Evil to Good, than Spikes 


lo | can 


Power, to live and work with which you 


ſtanding ſtill, Life goes on, and is always 


in their own Life, but a re/tleſs Hunger, Diſ 


he gloriouſly murders others, or only ſtabs 


[| 66e 

can work itſelf into ..» You one Work 
therefore of Morality, is the one Doctrine of 
the Croſs; vi g. to reſiſt and deny Nature, 
that a ſupernatural Power, or divine Good- 
neſs, may take Poſſeſſion of ty, and bring a 
new Light into it. 

In a Word, * are, in a all the poſſibility 
of Things, but two States, or Forms of Life; 
the one is Nature, and the other is God ma- 
nifeſted in Nature; and as God and Nature 
are both within you, ſo you have it in your 


will; but are under a Neceſſity of doing ei- 
ther the one, or the other. There is no 


bringing forth its Realities, which Way ſo- 
ever it goeth. You have ſeen, that the Pro- n 
perties of Nature are, and can be, nothing elſe 


quiet, and lind Strife, for they know . not 
<ohat, till the Property of Light and Love has 
got Poſſeſſion of them. Now when you fee 


this, you ſee the true State of every natural 
Man, whather he be Cz/ar or Cato, whether 


himſelf, blind Nature does all the Work, 
and muſt be the Doer of it, till the Chriſt 0 
God is born in him. For the Life of Man 


can be nothing elſe, but an Hunger of Covet 


2 ouſneſ, 
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ouſneſs, a Riſing up of Pride, Envy, and 
Wrath, a Medley of contrary Paſſions, doing 
and undoing it knows not what, becauſe theſe 
Workings are eſſential to the Properties of 
Nature; they muſt be always hungering, and 
working one againſt another, ſtriving to be 
above one another, and all this in Blindneſs, 
till the Light of God has helped them to one 
common Good, in which they all willingly 
uni te, reſt, and rejoice. In a Word, Good- 
neſs is only a Sound, and Virtue a mere 
Strife of natural Paſſions, till the Spirit f 
Love is the Breath of every thing that lives, 
and moves in the Heart... For Love is the 
one only Bleſſing, and Goodneſs, and God of 
Nature; and you have no true Religion, are 
no Worſhiper of the one true God, but in 
and by that Spirit of Love, which is God 
himſelf living and working in you. 

Bat here I take off my Pen, and ſhall leave 
the remaining Part of your Objection to an- 
other Opportunity, 


King - Cliff, Fune 16. J am, &c. 
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